
Review of the Wave 
 
The novel “The Wave” by Morton Rhue is about the question “Why haven’t 

the Germans done anything against the Nazis?” It was published in 1981 
and is based on a true story that happened in Palo Alto, California in 1969. 
 

Mr. Ross teaches his History class about the third Reich but when a student 
asks him why the Germans did not do anything against the Nazi reign, Mr. 

Ross thinks about a way to elucidate why the Nazis rose to power. He begins 
an experiment based on discipline and obedience called “The Wave”, giving it 
chants and slogans. The Wave takes over the school very quickly and those 

who don’t want to join are threatened or beaten up. Soon, the Wave is out of 
control. Ross ends the experiment with the promise to show the students a 

live recording of “the national Wave leader” – and presents his students the 
picture of Adolf Hitler.  
 

There were five actors playing: one teacher and four students. The actors 
were supported by the use of sounds, light, changing clothes and a voice 
recorder as well as a beamer. They mostly moved the boxes which were on 

stage to change the room into a classroom, door, shower, audience hall and 
many more. In order to override the breaks for those changes, the actors 

started singing with their own voices. 
 
All in all, the way of presenting the content of the book was very interesting, 

their changing requisites and the way they have shown the director as well 
as the movie at the end. I would recommend this play to everyone who likes 
the original book and is bored of watching movies because this story tells 

something that could happen to anyone, even me. So you wonder whether 
you would have been blinded by the power of the group or not. 

Rene 


